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RC&D Members Newsletter  

Summer 2011 

One of the goals of the Florida 

West Coast RC&D Council is to 

help local businesses meet the 

demand for local food. At Gam-

ble Creek Farm the Center for 

Integrated Agriculture is being 

developed to do just that. The 

Center will be utilized to demon-

strate and evaluate water re-

source management, provide 

training for small farm produc-

ers, and assist them in launching 

their own businesses.  

The intention is to wrap up the 

design phase by October and be-

gin construction by the end of 

the year. If all goes as planned, 

the Center will be complete by 

early summer 2012. 

A proposed asset at the  Center 

for Integrated Agriculture will be  

a commercial kitchen which will 

allow local and small farm pro-

ducers to develop, refine, and 

create value added products.  

The need for a facility which will 

allow small producers to develop 

food products which meet state 

and federal food safety standards 

is strong.  This kitchen will pro-

vide such a location and an op-

portunity for farmers to increase 

productivity of their crops and 

diversify their business.           

(Continued on page 3) 

Gamble Creek Farm Center for Integrated Agriculture  

Events: 
Florida West Coast RC&D Council Board 

Meeting Sept. 15, 6pm Palmetto Library 

Manatee River SWCD meeting Sept. 12, 

6:30pm @ Palmetto Extension Service 

Sarasota Ag Council (last meeting before 

they go quarterly) Sept. 14, 6:30pm @ 

Sarasota County Farm Bureau 

Scholarship Deadline for Feb. 2012 Begin-

ning Farmer & Rancher Conf. Nov. 10 

Florida Energy Summit, Orlando Oct 26-

28  Early registration by Sept. 30 

C R E A T I N G  A  L O C A L  F O O D  &  A G R I C U L T U R E  E C O N O M Y  

Welcome to our  

New RC&D Members 

Laura Morton 

Thanks to returning members 

Ivan Groom 

Todd Underhill 

SHARES ON SALE! 

Shares are still available for 
the 2011-2012 Season! 

Geraldson or Gamble Creek 

$550 full share 

$310 half share 
 

Join the Local Buying Club 
$25 for a full year! 

 

SHARES ON SALE! 

New Outreach & Marketing 
Position Filled 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Karen Fraley 
 

As the staff changes in the office of 

Florida West Coast RC&D it was rec-

ognized that marketing, communi-

cations, outreach, and community 

programming are largely overlap-

ping. The new director, Danny Smith 

determined to create a position to 

handle all these duties. The position 

has been recently filled by Karen 

Fraley. 

Karen’s background is in horticul-

ture with a BS degree from the  
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As part of the RC&D commitment 

to demonstrate alternative agri-

culture opportunities and the use 

of reclaimed water, six acres of 

Eucalyptus trees have been 

planted at Gamble Creek Farm.  

The intent is to harvest the ma-

ture trees for mulch and possibly 

as an energy producing crop.  

Currently, eucalyptus trees are 

being planted throughout the 

southeast United States for en-

ergy and fiber use. 

Eucalyptus grandis, which is na-

tive to Australia, is non invasive 

and extremely fast growing.  Un-

der typical conditions, the trees 

are planted and harvested in ap-

proximately six years.  The har-

vested trees can be utilized for 

pulp (paper), mulch, and energy 

production.  The production does 

not end there, since the eucalyp-

tus can coppice, or grow back, 

New Alternative Agriculture Crop at Gamble Creek Farm — Eucalyptus grandis 

after cutting, a single planting is 

estimated to provide up to four 

harvests before new trees will 

need to be planted.  Eucalyptus 

provides a sustainable crop for 

farmers which could allow for an-

other chance to diversify their 

businesses. 

What is really exciting about the 

eucalyptus at Gamble Creek farm 

is the opportunity to utilize re-

claimed water to irrigate a crop.  

Typically, eucalyptus trees are 

planted and not irrigated, but 

utilizing reclaimed water allows 

irrigation which should maximize 

growth rate and provides for a 

method to utilize reclaimed wa-

ter effectively.   

Our expectations are that the 

time to maturity will be reduced 

from six years to three years.  We 

anticipate that this project will 

New Marketing Position, cont. 

demonstrate not only an alternative 

crop, but also a safe, and economi-

cally viable use of reclaimed water 

that will be easily replicated by 

farmers throughout the state of 

Florida. 

University of Florida. For the last 

11 years Karen has operated a suc-

cessful field trip program at Around 

the Bend Nature Tours. She has de-

veloped marketing and outreach 

skills promoting her business, and 

brings new community program-

ming ideas with her. Karen has 

turned over the running of that 

business to her professional guides. 

In her new capacity at the RC&D, 

Karen will be responsible for devel-

oping and implementing ways to 

effectively recruit and interact 

with the membership as well as 

identify and target areas for mem-

bership growth. Karen says “I’m 

really excited to be getting back to 

my agricultural roots and promoting 

local food to the citizens of the 

area.” Karen also brings with her 11 

years of successful grant-writing 

and event-planning experience. 

These skills will help to move the 

RC&D forward to meet program-

ming goals, particularly increasing 

membership at the Community 

Farms, Local Buying Club as well as 

Council membership.  Eric Geraldson views newly planted crop with re-use pipe ready to install 
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 Demonstrations at the Center for Integrated Agriculture will include:  

High-tech integrated water resource management, including 

automation of different alternative water sources 

Alternative energy feedstock crops and technologies 

Community involvement including demonstration and outreach 

Cooperative conservation including multiple partners to maximize 

the impact for the lowest cost 

Market-based conservation, highlighting the eventual financial 

independence of the demonstration sites  

(Continued from page 1)  Center for Integrated Agriculture cont. 

In recent months the Council has 

received the following 2 grants: 

 

William G. and Marie Selby 

Foundation granted $25,130 in 

May for capital improvements 

to the Geraldson Barn. Specifi-
cally the grant assisted with 

HVAC, flooring, and paint for 
the barn, which will help us 

turn it into a valuable commu-

nity resource! 

 

National Association RC&D 
Councils granted $11,265 in 

August to perform outreach to 
socially disadvantaged farmers 

and connect them to incentive 

based cost-share programs and 
technical assistance resources 

available through the USDA. In 
the upcoming year we will be 

adding bilingual signage to the 
farms for tours and trainings to 

demonstrate tangible examples 

of the available assistance. 

Other recently submitted grants:  

USDA to develop detailed 
Spanish-language trainings as a 

collaborative effort with other 

Councils across the state,  

 

SW FL Water Management 
District to develop farm signage 

for water conservation features 
and provide real data of water 

savings. 

their current donations are from 

grocery stores giving food that 

can no longer be sold. That 

means the food is at the very end 

of its shelf life and needs to be 

used as soon as possible, creating 

handling and delivery issues. A 

set schedule for receiving fresh 

produce is a welcome change for 

the food banks. Contact the 

RC&D office to donate. 

The Florida West Coast RC&D has 

created partnerships with two 

local food banks. Gamble Creek 

Farm with All Faiths Food Bank 

serving Sarasota & DeSoto coun-

ties and Geraldson Community 

Farm with Manatee Food Bank.   

Each farm will plant 1/4 acre 

specifically for the food bank. In 

addition, discounted shares to 

the farms will be sold to individu-

als who would like to donate 

them to the food bank. A full 

share will be discounted $50 for 

the donor, half shares will be dis-

counted $35. 

In recent years the food banks 

have been providing for increas-

ing numbers of local citizens. 

They are excited about the abil-

ity to provide fresh, local pro-

duce to their clientele. Most of 

Food Bank Partnerships RC&D News Briefs 

New irrigation structure being  con-

structed at Gamble Creek Farm 
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In this Issue Summer 2011 
Gamble Creek FarmðCenter for Integrated Ag 

New Outreach & Marketing Position Filled 

Shares on Sale at both farms & Buying Club 

Eucalyptus Crop Planted at Gamble Creek Farm 

Food Bank Partnerships ð Donor Shares  

News Briefs: RC&D Grant Update 

RC&D Program Update! 

Dear Council Members, 

I would like to take the opportunity to introduce myself; I am Danny Smith, the new Executive Director of the Florida 

West Coast RC&D.  I am proud to lead the staff of the RC&D as we move forward as an organization.  As you are 

aware, we are no longer affiliated with USDA since the RC&D program was eliminated on the federal level.  However, 

our RC&D is strong and will continue to function as a 501(c)(3) maintaining our commitment to local food, local       

agriculture, and sustainability. 

We are currently preparing for the upcoming CSA season at both of our farms and as you read through the newsletter 

you will notice we have many plans for the farms over the next year.  From perennial crops to alternative crops we are 

gearing up to allow the two farms to become more diverse and offer up demonstrations that can be replicated by small 

farmers within the four counties were serve, Hillsborough, Pinellas, Manatee, and Sarasota.  We will be hosting events at 

both farms throughout the year to pass along opportunities and information.  While some of these events will be focused 

on specific groups, we will also be offering informal education tours and events which simply involve the community 

and allow for a day on the farm. 

Finally, I would like to encourage everyone to renew your council membership and invite others to join.            

www.fwcrcd.org/getinvovled/council.html Our projects and programs are open to all and as a council member: 

You are helping support the implementation of community projects 

Receipt of the quarterly membership newsletter  

Use of RC&D staff notary 

Opportunity to serve on a committee that interests you 

Use of RC&D computer and projector 

An opportunity to bring your project or idea to reality 

We hope to hear from you soon, feel free to contact myself or staff at our Ellenton office with any questions or com-

ments. 

Sincerely, 

Danny Smith, Executive Director 

http://www.fwcrcd.org/getinvolved/council.html

